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Hindley  Urban  District, 

1013. 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council . 

Gentlemen, 

Hindley  Urban  District  is  bounded  on  the  East  by  Leigh  Borough  and 
Westhoughton  Urban  District  ; North  by  Aspull  Urban  District ; South  by 
Abram  and  luce  Urban  Districts  ; and  West  by  the  latter  district.  A small 
stream  runs  through  the  district  from  North  to  South,  viz.,  the  Borsdane 
Brook.  The  treated  effluents  of  the  Westhoughton  and  Hindley  Sewage 
Works  are  turned  into  it.  A streamlet  on  the  Eastern  Boundary  separating 
the  Township  of  Westhoughton  receives  the  effluent  from  the  Marsh  Brook 
Sewage  Farm  of  the  latter  township. 

Hindley  is  on  the  Coal  Measures,  covered  more  or  less  with  clay  and 
sand.  The  highest  point  is  260  feet  above  sea  level  and  is  in  the  North-East 
corner  of  the  township  ; the  lowest  point  is  in  the  South-West  end  of  Platt 
Bridge,  and  is  only  89  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  levels  of  the  Southerly  portion  of  your  District  are  constantly 
changing  owing  to  subsidence  due  to  mining.  This  makes  the  problem  of 
sewage  disposal  in  that  quarter  very  difficult  and  costly.  The  pipe  line 
level  is  always  varying.  Subsidences  still  continue.. 

The  water  level  of  Borsdane  Brook  at  Platt  Bridge  is  about  3 feet  higher 
than  the  lowest  point  in  the  District.  The  new  main  line  sewer,  1^  miles  long, 
was  completed  during  the  year.  The  Strangeways  Pumping  Station  will 
shortly  be  ready  for  work. 

The  township  is  divided  into  five  Wards,  North,  West,  and  Central  forming 
a more  or  less  compact  area  j South  and  East  Wards,  which  are  nearly 
detached. 
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The  population  at  tlio  1911  Census  was  24,100.  My  estimate  on  July  1st,. 
1912,  was  24,292.  I did  not  feel  I was  justified  in  adding  to  the  figures.  I 
had  no  ground  for  estimating  any  increase  during  the  year.  Work  has  been 
good,  perhaps  there  has  been  less  emigration  in  consequence,  but  very  few 
houses  have  been  erected  in  the  time.  There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the 

birth  rate. 


Rateable  Value  

Annual  Assessable  Value  for 
General  and  District  Rate 
purposes  - 

One  Penny  in  the  £ produces. 

Balance  of  Outstanding  Loans 
under  Public  Health  Acts. 


1913.  1912.  1911.  1910. 

£92,588  10s.  Od.  •••  £90,861  10s.  Od.  ...  £88,653  5s.  0d.  ...  £88,967  0s.  Od. 

£75,624  18s.  9d,  ...  £74,514  5s.  Od.  ...  £72,357  17s.  6d.  ...  £72,682  6s.  3d. 

£315  0s.  Od.  ..  £313  16s.  Od.  ...  £301  0s,  Od.  ..  £302  0s.  Od. 

£40,186  0s.  0d.  ...  £39,386  0s.  Cd.  ...  £40,586  0s,  Od.  ...  £42,583  0s.  Od. 


Industries. — Coal  Mining,  Cotton  Spinning  and  Weaving.  No  new  works 
were  opened  during  the  year. 


Roads  and  Streets  as  paved  in  1909  : — 

Main  Roads 
Secondary  Roads 
Other  Roads 
Private  Streets 


M.  F.  Yds . 
5 6 0 

2 2 46 

0 6 211 

5 5 0 


Provisional  apportionments  have  been  made  for  the  making  up  of  89 
Private  Streets. 


Water  Supply. — The  water  is  taken  from  the  Rivington  Waterworks 
of  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool,  and  is  good  and  wholesome.  It  is  con- 
tinuous, and  chemical  examination  reports  have  all  been  good. 


Rivers  and  Streams. — These  I have  already  mentioned.  Some  com- 
plaints of  pollution  were  received  early  in  the  year  from  one  of  the  mills.  This 
took  place  outside  the  district,  and  the  authorities  concerned  were  communi- 
cated with.  There  has  been  little  flooding  comparatively  at  Platt  Bridge. 


j Drainage  and  Sewerage. — -Pipe  lines  and  two  sewage  farms  ; the  latter  at 
Platt  Bridge,  septic  tanks  and  contact  beds.  Hindley  Green,  precipitation 
tanks,  gravel,  coke  breeze  and  ash  filters.  The  effluent  has  been  good  during 
the  year  according  to  the  report  of  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Conservancy  Com- 
mittee’s officials.  The  new  completed  main  sewer  consists  of  21-inch  cast 
iron  pipes. 


Closet  Accommodation  on  December  31st,  1913  : — 


Privies 

Pail  Closets  . . 
Water  Closets 
Waste  Water  Closets 


1913. 

1912. 

1911. 

1,413 

1,553 

1,607 

1,061 

1,080 

1,103 

1,061 

869 

734 

19 

19 

19 

3,554 

3,521 

3,463 

3 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  last  Census  was  4,953.  Therefore 
we  have  1,399  dwellings  without  separate  accommodation. 

140  privies  were  converted  into  water  closets  during  the  year. 

19  pails  were  converted  ,,  „ „ 

25  water  closets  were  provided  in  new  buildings  during  the  year. 

Sanction  has  been  received  from  the  Local  Government  Board  to  convert 
about  500  wheel-out  privies.  Your  Council  has  resolved  to  do  this  work 
in  two  years. 

Scavenging. — This  is  done  by  the  Council’s  workmen.  Only  a very 
few’  houses  are  provided  with  movable  ashbins.  Privies  and  middens  are 
emptied  during  the  day.  No  steps  have  been  taken  during  the  year  towards 
the  provision  of  a destructor.  The  refuse  is  nearly  all  deposited  on  tips. 
The  disposal  of  butcher's  offal  wras  considered  during  the  year,  but  in  the 
absence  of  a destructor  nothing  practicable  could  be  decided  upon. 

S anitary  Inspection  of  the  District . — The  Medical  Officer,  Sanitary  In- 
spector, and  Health  Visitor  at  times  have  periodically  visited  the  whole  of 
the  area.  The  result  is  set  out  in  classified  form  in  the  Inspector’s  report. 

Premises  and  Occupations  controlled  by  Bye-laics. — One  horse  slaughterer 
and  two  tripe  boilers.  There  are  no  cellar  dwellings,  model  lodging-houses, 
nor  underground  bakehouses. 

Schools. — The  Medical  Officer  is  the  School  Medical  Officer.  There  is 
also  a School  Nurse.  Over  200  visits  were  paid  to  the  schools  by  the  Medical 
Officer,  apart  from  those  of  the  Nurse  and  Inspector  in  re  infectious  diseases, 
sanitary  arrangements,  Ac.  Once  more  attention  has  to  be  called  to  badly 
lighted  and  ventilated  class-rooms.  One  newr  cloak-room  for  girls  was  provided 
during  the  year.  A supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  for  the  infant  department 
of  one  school  was  installed.  The  ventilation  of  one  school  has  been  improved. 
Heating  has  not  always  been  satisfactory.  The  children  generally  are  much 
cleaner  than  formerly;  there  are  still  3 per  cent  of  them  verminous.  No 
case  of  scabies  was  found  in  the  schools. 

The  measles  epidemic  of  1912  spent  its  force  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter. 
Scarlet  fever  in  epidemic  fashion  followed,  beginning  in  the  East  Ward. 

Playgrounds,  in  many  instances,  are  unsatisfactory,  and  one  or  two  bad. 
A defective  water  supply  was  noted  in  two  schools  ; both  are  remedied. 


Food. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drug  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County  Police. 

Milk. — Here  again  samples  are  taken  by  the  police  ; no  reports  are 
received  of  any  proceedings, 
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Farms  and  Cowsheds  were  frequently  visited  and  reported  upon. 
Defective  Cowsheds  have  been  reported  to  you.  Lighting  and  ventilation 
bad  ; with  overcrowding.  A Sub-Committee  during  the  year  visited  and 
inspected  a number  of  these  places,  and  the  owners  were  met  ; various 
alterations  and  improvements  were  agreed  upon,  but  the  remedying  of 
structural  defects  was  mutually  postponed  until  the  spring  of  1914.  One 
shed  is  part  of  an  old  dilapidated  cottage  ; this  is  shortly  to  be  pulled  down 
and  a modern  structure  is  to  take  its  place. 

It  is  as  difficult  as  ever  to  get  fresh  air  admitted  to  the  cowshed  in  winter. 
The  number  of  cow-keepers  on  the  register  during  1914  was  51  ; only  31 
possess  cattle^  compared  with  50,  but  only  29  kept  cattle  in  1912.  We  have 
only  one  known  retailer  of  milk  apart  from  the  farmers,  and  the  stock  is 
always  kept  covered  when  placed  in  the  shop  for  sale. 

No  tuberculous  milk  was  reported. 

Other  foods. — 5441b.  of  meat  and  251b.  of  fish  were  destroyed.  Foods 
exposed  for  sale  in  the  market  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Bakehouses  have  been  kept  clean. 

The  slaughter-houses  are  not  satisfactory  ; 22  notices  were  served  in  re 
lime  washing  alone.  Complaint  has  been  made  of  the  nuisance  arising 
from  one  of  these  in  particular  ; it  is  built  into  the  back  wall  of  a row  of  cottages, 
in  such  a manner  that  it  is  impossible  to  provide  adequate  lighting  and  ventila- 
tion for  these.  Another  is  the  end  house  of  a row  of  cottages.  Your 
Sanitary  Committee  has  had  these  under  consideration  ; two  are  good. 
Killing  only  took  place  in  9,  and  the  names  of  owners  and  addresses  are  given 
in  the  Inspector’s  report. 

It  is  necessary  to  call  property  owners’  attention  to  the  change  in  the  law 
regarding  slaughter-houses,  brought  about  by  the  adoption  of  the  Act  of 
1890,  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act. 

Cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  at  Hindley  Green  in  April,  and 
the  following  special  report  details  what  was  done  to  minimise  the  effects : — 

Special  Deport  of  Food  Poisoning  at  Hindley  Green. 

Council  Offices, 

Hindley, 

10th  June,  1913. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

On  the  24th  April  I reported  to  you  an  alleged  outbreak  of  food  poisoning 
at  Hindley  Green. 
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I found  on  inquiry  that  30  people  had  partaken  of  the  potted  meat 
prepared  and  sold  by  A.  G.,  on  April  29th.  Dr.  Sergeant,  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  visited  the  district,  and  I accompanied  him  to  the  shop 
of  A.  G. ; he  also  visited  some  of  the  sufferers. 

The  premises  consist  of  a shop  and  dwelling-house,  occupied  by  two 
families.  The  shop  has  two  windows  ; in  one  clogs  are  exposed  for  sale, 
new  and  second-hand  ; in  the  other,  food  which  was  not  covered  over. 
Opening  out  of  the  shop  is  a small  kitchen  on  the  west  side,  and  on  the  north 
side  a room  used  for  cooking  the  food,  washing,  and  general  household 
purposes  ; this  room  again  opens  into  the  yard. 


The  potted  meat  alleged  to  have  caused  the  trouble  was  bought  as  pig's- 
head  or  brawn.  It  was  prepared  by  boiling  a fresh  pork  pestle,  2 fresh  and 
4 pickled  pigs'  feet.  The  latter  came  from  Denmark.  After  boiling,  the  pestle 
was  minced  on  the  15th  of  April  and  placed  in  a mould  to  set.  Sales  began 
on  Wednesday,  April  16th.  S.  and  family,  4 persons,  including  2 children  ; 
Mrs.  A.  G.  ate  some.  Total  5.  No  ill  effects. 

Thursday,  April  17th,  L.  and  family,  3 people,  mother  and  2 children,  one  of 
the  latter  only  tasted  ; part  eaten  by  other  two,  followed  by  diarrhoea 
of  a mild  type.  Medical  assistance  was  not  required  ; portion  left 
was  given  to  poultry. 

Friday,  April  18th,  H.  and  family  (7)  4 of  them  eat  it. 

F.  and  family  (5)  eaten  by  4 of  them. 

L.  and  family  (7)  ,,  4 ,, 

G.  and  family  (5)  ,,  4 ,, 

All  ill  on  Saturday.  Total  suffering  from  this  day's  purchases,  16. 


Saturday,  April  19th,  W.  family  (2)  both  ill. 

A.  and  D.,  2 men,  sandwich,  both  ill. 

14.  family  (2)  both  ill.  Total  6. 

Others  are  said  to  have  eaten  parts  of  the  food  but  I found  no  satisfactory 
evidence.  Of  these  30  people,  22  were  more  or  less  seriously  ill,  3 only  suffered 
slightly,  and  5 were  not  upset  in  any  way. 

Medical  assistance  was  first  sought  on  Monday,  the  21st,  and  A.G.  alleges 
he  was  advised  by  a medical  man  to  destroy  any  portion  of  the  suspected 
meat  he  had  left.  He  did  so  and  threw  it  in  the  fire.  All  the  sufferers  say 
there  was  nothing  wrong  with  the  taste  or  smell  of  the  food.  One  man  said 
it  was  darker  than  pig's  head  usually  was,  and  he  thought  it  contained  potted 
beef  in  addition  to  the  pork. 


As  it  was  impossible  to  get  any  of  the  meat,  I asked  the  medical  men  to 
procure  me  samples  of  the  blood  of  their  patients  ; most  of  these  were  con- 
valescent by  this  time  ; further  portions  of  excreta  were  collected  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  All  these  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion to  Professor  Delephine,  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester. 
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In  addition  I got  a sample  of  the  brine  in  which  the  pickled  feet  had  been 
preserved,  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Webb,  M.O.II.  of  Leigh.  All  the 
blood  was  examined  except  one  specimen,  P.  PCs.,  the  quantity  collected  being 
too  small. 

The  report  attached  found  no  bacteria  associated  with  meat  poisoning 
in  the  brine. 

Number  of  tests  was  18  ; positive  results,  1. 

Only  one  specimen  of  excreta  contained  bacilli  of  a character  suggesting 
it  belonged  to  the  meat  poisoning  group. 

The  positive  result  was  from  the  blood  of  A.F.  ; this  girl  had  some  of  the 
meat  on  Friday  night,  a part  of  it  again  at  noon  on  Saturday,  and  was  taken 
ill  a few  hours  after. 

The  symptoms  in  all  the  cases  were  vomiting,  diarrhoea  and  griping  pains, 
with  very  little  rise  of  temperature.  Illness  followed  in  the  majority  of  cases 
in  from  12  to  24  hours.  In  only  one  instance,  that  of  A.  F.,  was  the  period 
less. 


None  of  the  cases  ended  fatally. 

All  the  circumstances  go  to  show  that  the  food  was  infected  locally. 
A ham  to  which  the  pestle  was  attached  was  roasted  and  sold  as  roast  pork  ; 
that  caused  no  sickness  amongst  those  who  consumed  it. 

The  shopkeeper  has  been  carrying  on  trade  for  three  years,  and  has  had 
no  complaints  before  this.  The  whole  question  of  the  preparation  and  sale 
of  food  for  human  consumptiou  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Legislature. 
The  conditions  prevailing  in  this  case  are  neither  better  nor  worse  than  those 
in  most  places  all  over  the  country. 

(Signed)  J.  Chronnell, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Victoria  University  op  Manchester. 

Public  Health  Laboratory, 

York  Place,  Manchester. 

May  19th,  1913. 

Nos.  5927,  5929,  5938,  5941,  Series  L.  B. 

Authority,  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Nature  of  Specimen  : Four  Specimens  of  blood,  one  of  brine,  four  of 
faeces. 

Name  of  Sender,  Dr.  Chronnell. 

Address  of  Sender,  Hindley. 
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The  specimens  have  been  examined  with  the  following  results  : — - 

L.  B.  5929,  Brine. — No  bacteria  of  the  kinds  usually  associated  with 
Meat  Poisoning  were  found. 

L.  B.  5938,  A.  and  B.,  and  5941  A.  Faeces. — (No  name  given).  No 
suspicious  bacteria  were  found. 

L.  B.  5941  B.  Faeces.' — (No  name).  A few  colonies  of  a bacillus  were 
found  having  certain  characters  suggesting  that  it  belonged  to  the 
Meat  Poisoning  group. 

L.  B.  5927.  Specimen  of  Blood. — One  specimen  (5927  D.  Philip  Rigby) 
was  not  examined,  the  quantity  of  blood  sent  being  insufficient. 
With  the  others  agglutenation  tests  were  made. 

Four  specimens  of  blood  tested  with  cultures  of  five  different 
bacteria. 

Number  of  Tests,  18  ; positive  results,  1. 

The  cultures  used  in  these  tests  were  :• — Three  cultures  of  bacteria 
of  the  Meat  Poisoning  group,  one  of  the  Bacillus  Typhosus,  one  of  the 
Bacillus  isolated  from  faeces,  5941  B. 

The  single  positive  result  was  obtained  with  specimen  5927  A.,  Annie 
Forster,  Hindley  Green,  v7hen  tested  with  one  of  the  meat  poisoning  bacteria. 
No  reactions  were  obtained  with  the  bacillus  isolated  from  faeces,  5941  B. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909, 

Much  time  has  been  given  to  this  subject  all  through  the  year.  Periodic 
reports  have  been  presented  and  a Sub-Committee  has  visited  the  places 
reported  upon.  Owners  of  property  and  agents  have  been  interviewed. 
The  progress  made  is  painfully  slow.  There  is  a shortage  of  artizan  dwellings 
with  consequent  overcrowding.  This  adds  to  the  difficulties  you  have  to 
meet  in  the  administration  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act.  Only 
24  new  houses  were  erected  in  1913.  The  rentals  of  these  average  5s.  to  6s. 
weekly.  A difficulty  in  demolishing  back-to-back  houses  is  that  there  is  a 
demand  exceeding  the  supply  for  small  dwellings  at  rentals  from.  2s.  6d. 
weekly.  This  matter  has  not  been  lost  sight  of.  The  Council  has  determined 
to  build  some  houses  on  land  in  the  North  Ward.  This  land  is  at  present  the 
property  of  the  Education  Committee,  and  consent  has  been  sought  to  hand 
it  over  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Council.  I estimate  there  is  need 
for  100  artizan  dwellings  at  the  present  time.  Approximately  20  will  be 
provided  by  you.  We  may  then  reasonably  expect  this  will  give  the  needed 
stimulus  to  the  private  owner  to  erect  others.  That  this  follows  is  shown  in 
Part  II.  “ Housing  and  Town  Planning  ” of  the  Forty-second  Annual  Report 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  1912-1913,  a copy  of  which  was  supplied  to 
every  member  of  the  Council.  Vide  pages  XII.  and  XIII.,  an  urban  district, 
Goldthorpe,  in  the  West  Riding.  In  case  members  of  the  Council  may  have 
overlooked  the  matter  on  pages  VI.  and  VII.,  the  steps  taken  by  the  Local 


8 


Government  Board  to  provide  for  the.  systematic  collection  of  information 
on  Housing  are  detailed.  One  interesting  announcement  is  as  follows: 
' We  have  also  arranged  to  he  furnished  through  press  cutting  agencies 
with  extracts  from  local  newspapers  dealing  with  this  question,  and  the 
information  obtained  in  this  way  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  which 
frequently  includes  accounts  of  meetings  of  local  authorities  and  the  various 
views  expressed  at  them  by  members  and  officers,  has  often  proved  of  con- 
siderable value  to  us.”  We  may  assume  therefore,  that  the  report  of  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  at  your  last  meeting  reported  to  the  local  papers  has 

already  been  sent  in. 


92 

10 

10 

10 


Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected 
Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
Number  of  Representations  made  to  Local  Authority.  . 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made 

Number  of  Houses  the  defects  of  which  are  being  remedied,  or 
are  being  dealt  with  without  Closing  Orders  being  made 

Number  of  Houses,  which,  after  the  making  of  Closing  Orders, 

were  put  in  a fit  state  for  human  habitation  . . . . none. 
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Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  at  times  through  section  15 
of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  your  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary 
Inspector  served  notices  in  reference  to  defective  dwellings,  92  in  all.  In 
many  the  roofs  were  defective,  windows  ill-fitting,  stairs  dangerous,  Ac. 
The  repairs  necessary  to  all  these  were  completed  during  the  year  with  eight 
exceptions. 

General  Character  of  the  Defects. — Insanitary  offices  ; dark,  damp, 
ill-ventilated,  and  small  rooms;  windows  never  made  to  open;  walls  and 
roofs  perished. 


HINDLEY  SICK  NURSING  ASSOCIATION. 

Your  Council  still  shows  its  appreciation  of  the  work  carried  on  by  the 
ladies  ana  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  the  above,  by  placing  a room  at  its 
disposal  for  meetings.  Two  Nurses  are  maintained,  and  their  time  is  fully 
occupied.  Medical  men  and  patients  gladly  avail  themselves  of  the  help 
placed  at  their  disposal.  The  Nurses  are  unremitting  in  their  attentions 
to  their  charges. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Staff  consists  of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Clerk,  Health  Visitor,  and  assistance  in  the  Surveyor’s  Department  in  the 
work  of  measuring,  Ac.,  the  rooms  and  tenements  as  required  under  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 

Two  men  to  disinfect  houses,  Ac.,  take  charge  of  the  Ambulance,  and 
work  the  Steam  Disinfector. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. — At  present  available  is  the  building  in  Sandy 
Lane,  erected  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  Smallpox.  In  the  absence  of  that 
disease  from  your  district  it  is  used  for  the  treatment  of  Enteric  Fever.  The 
Staff  consists  of  a Matron,  Caretaker,  who  is  also  the  gardener  ; a Nurse  and 
Maid,  with  assistance  when  there  are  any  patients  in  Hospital. 

In  December  a beginning  was  made  in  the  preparation  of  the  ground 
for  the  building  of  the  new  hospital  ; the  drainage  has  been  completed  and 
the  boundary  fences  in  course  of  erection.  It  is  proposed  to  provide  only 
part  of  the  scheme,  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever  observation  and  administration  blocks 
with  the  necessary  out-buildings.  I would  strongly  urge  upon  you  the 
desirability  of  erecting  the  whole  of  the  buildings  as  originally  contemplated. 
It  will  be  difficult  to  work  the  place  in  two  sections  separated  by  a highway  ; 
there  will  be  no  practicable  supervision  ; there  will  be  trouble  with  the  kitchen. 
It  will  be  found  necessary,  ultimately,  to  provide  the  additional  beds  on  the 
present  site,  and  that  will  increase  the  cost  of  erection.  Further,  the  cost  of 
administration  will  be  increased  by  the  contemplated  arrangement.  There 
are  no  Local  Acts.  General  Adoptive  Acts  in  force  are  the  Infectious  Disease 
(Prevention)  Act,  1890,  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Chemical  examinations  (2)  of  the  Water  Supply  were  good. 


Bacteriological  examinations  were  as  follow 


s : 


For  the  Tubercle  Bacillus. 
Positive. 

5 11 


Negative. 


Sputum  Exam  i 


Enteric  Fever . 
Positive. 


5 


Blood  for  Widal. 
Negative. 

2 


Diptheria. 

Positive. 

3 


Sivabhings  from  Throat. 
Negative. 

3 


Further,  there  were  18  tests  of  blood  and  faeces  in  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  at  Manchester,  in  re  Food  Poisoning  at  Hindley  Green  in  May. 

In  December  three  samples  of  faces  from  alleged  cases  of  Enteric  Fever 
were  submitted  to  Professor  Delephine  ; he  was  unable  to  confirm  the  diagnosis 
but  asked  for  blood  ; this  was  refused.  I had  previously  desired  to  have 
the  blood  tested  in  all  the  cases,  but  was  informed  the  father  of  the  children 
would  not  permit  this  to  be  done. 
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MEANS  FOR  PREVENTING  MORTALITY  IN  CHILD-BIRTHS 

AND  IN  INFANCY. 

Your  Authority  does  not  deal  with  the  administration  of  the  Mid  wives 
Act,  1902.  The  County  Council  has  charge  in  your  area  ; we  give  help 
when  desired.  Every  case  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  is  immediately  notified  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  was  adopted  in  1911. 

Nurse  Gregory,  C.M.B.,  is  the  Health  Visitor. 

The  total  notifications  received  were  709,  plus  45  Still-births.  One  birth 
was  not  notified,  and  our  knowledge  of  it  was  supplied  by  the  local  Registrar 
after  registration.  There  were  358  males,  and  351  females  ; of  these  15 
were  illegitimate. 

There  were  110  deaths  of  infants  registered  in  the  district,  and  2 out 
of  it  transferred  by  the  Registrar-General,  making  a net  total  of  deaths 
of  children  under  one  year  of  112. 

The  685  legitimately-born  children  had  a mortality  of  14*2  per  cent. 

The  25  illegitimately-born  children  had  a mortality  of  60  per  cent. 

The  deaths  were  97  and  15  respectively. 

The  illegitimately-born  death  rate  is  a scandal.  The  Nurse  gave 
particular  attention  to  these  children,  with  the  result  as  above.  She  paid 
3,800  visits  to  newly-born  and  children  under  one  year.  There  was  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  confinements  attended  by  medical  men,  viz.,  210, 
and  a proportionate  increase  by  midwives.  24  infants  were  artificially  fed 
from  the  beginning  ; 49  were  at  first  naturally  fed  for  a longer  or  shorter 
time,  and  afterwards  were  hand  feel ; that  is  roughly  10-5  per  cent,  of  the 
total  births.  67  required  medical  treatment,  and  at  her  suggestion  this  was 
procured.  There  were  4 cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  3 of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum. 


She  reported  10  cases  of  overcrowding  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
these  were  all  dealt  with  when  brought  to  his  notice  ; 5 .were  in  Hindley, 
3 in  Platt  Bridge,  and  2 in  Hindley  Green. 

Four  cases  of  neglect  were  reported  to  the  National  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  three  in  Hindley,  and  one  in  Platt 
Bridge. 

The  Nurse  leaves  cards  and  pamphlets  on  the  proper  care  and  feeding 
of  infants.  She  advises  the  mothers  on  the  duties  they  owe  to  their  children, 
and  does  her  best  to  induce  them  to  feed  them  naturally,  explaining  the 
advantages  of  the  breast  feeding.  She  discourages  the  use  of  soothing 
syrups  ; one  such  preparation  sold  by  a woman  at  Platt  Bridge,  containing 
Opium,  caused  the  death  of  one  baby.  In  addition  some  babies  are  given 
whisky  or  brandy  within  a few  days  of  birth  to  relieve  stomachic  troubles. 


IX 


Two  uncertified  deaths  were  registered.  18  children  died  within  7 
days  of  birth,  15  of  them  being  due  to  prematurity  or  congenita]  defects. 
8 died  in  7 to  14  days,  3 in  the  third  week,  and  2 in  the  fourth  week  of  life. 
There  was  a total  of  31  deaths  in  the  first  month  of  the  existence  of  these 
children.  There  were  30  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  33  from 
congenital  defects  and  prematurity ; 19  died  from  Pneumonia,  4 from 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

The  Nurse  definitely  ascertained  that  41  of  the  112  children  dying  under 
one  year  were  artificially  fed. 


There  was  a great  amount  of  Diarrhoea  amongst  the  babies  ; additional 
visits  were  paid  during  the  hot  weather  by  Nurse  and  Inspector.  Leaflets 
were  left  at  the  houses  describing  the  precautions  to  be  taken,  and  others 
on  the  care  and  storage  of  milk  and  other  foods. 

The  Nurse  has  done  everything  possible  to  try  and  reduce  the  mortality 
amongst  the  newly-born,  and  I feel  it  is  mainly  to  her  credit  that  there  is 
a slight  reduction  in  the  mortality  rate  from  166  to  157  per  1,000  births. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  position,  bad  as  it  is,  will  be  an  improvement 
over  that  in  the  second  report  on  Infant  and  Child  Mortality  of  Dr.  News- 
holme,  published  last  year,  extracts  from  which  were  placed  before  you. 
The  infant  death  rate  ought  not  to  be  higher  than  50  per  1,000  births  of 
legitimate  children. 


VITAL  STATISTICS,  1913. 
Census  Population,  24,100. 


Estimated  July  1st,  1912  . . ..  . . ..  24,293 

Estimated  no  increase  July,  1913  ..  ..  24,293 


North, 

West, 

and  Central  Wards  . . 

. , 

14,430 

South  Ward 

• * • © 

• • « « 

© « 

5,108 

East  Ward 

» f • 9 

• » © • 

• « 

4,705 

J firth 
rate. 

Death 

rate. 

Epidemic  death 
rate  including 
Diarrhoea . 

Phthisis 
death  rate. 

Pate  of  deaths 
Respiratory  under  one 
death  rate,  year  per  1 ,000 
births. 

1913  .. 

29*2 

17*6 

2-7 

0*905 

4*4 

157 

1912  . . 

Increase 
or  deer 'se 

28-1 

17*7 

3-4 

1-15  I 

. J 

4*9 

166 

on  previous 
year  . . — 

■1*1 

-0*1 

—0*7 

—0-245 

— 0*5 

~ 9 
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DEATHS, 

1913. 

Registered  in  Urban  Dis- 

1913. 

1912, 

1911. 

1910. 

trict 

Belonging  to  and  registered 

395  . 

401  . . 

371  .. 

333 

out  of  District  . . 

38  . 

29  . . 

37  . . 

22 

Deaths  in  District  of  Non- 
residents deducted  from 
above 

433  . 

5 

430  . . 

408  , . 

355 

428  is 

the  net  number  of  deaths. 

Males,  236  ; Females,  192. 

Deaths  out  of  the  District  were  registered  in  Wigan  Infirmary  and 
Workhouse,  Cheshire  (Over)  and  Staffordshire  (Cheddleton). 

1913.  1912.  1911.  1910. 

Death  rates  per  1,000  living  17-6  ..  17-7  ..  16*8  ..  14*7 

Infantile  mortality  rates 

per  1,000  births  . . 157  . . 166  . . 142  . . 122 

Corrected  Death  Bates. — I have  been  supplied  in  common  with  all  other 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  by  the  Registrar-General  with  a factor  to  enable 
me  to  correct  the  recorded  gross  death  rate.  In  our  case  it  is  above  unity, 
viz.,  1-1142.  The  Registrar-General  has  devised  a method  to  neutralise 
errors  in  death  rates  arising  from  sex  and  age  constitution  of  the  popula- 
tion. This  method  is  based  on  the  death  rate  of  each  sex  at  different  ages 
in  England  and  Wales. 

<9  ■&  CO 

By  the  use  of  the  factor  in  any  case  the  recorded  gross  death  rate  of  any 
of  the  towns  can  be  lowered  or  raised  to  what  it  would  be  if  the  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  that  particular  town  were  the  same  as  that  of  England  and 
Wales  generally.  It  follows  then  that  as  our  recorded  gross  death  rate 
was  17-6  per  1,000,  this  multiplied  by  1-1142  gives  a corrected  death  rate 
of  19-6  per  1,000  living-.* 

As  I do  not  know  the  corrected  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in 
1913  I cannot  calculate  the  comparative  mortality  figure. 


/ 

PERCENTAGE  DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS. 

14-16  per  cent,  of  the  legitimate  births. 

60-0  per  cent,  of  the  illegitimate  births. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  SEPARATE  LOCALITIES. 
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North,  West,  and 

Central  Wards. 

208 

200 

7 

8 

135 

108 

37 

20 

8 

4 

86 

South  Ward 

86 

79 

2 

1 

48 

38 

15 

8 

1 

— 

168 

East  Ward 

50 

62 

5 

2 

30 

36 

9 

6 

1 

1 

119 

66 

344 

341 

14 

11 

213 

182 

61 

34 

10 

5 

710 

395 

From  the  total  deaths  5 registered  in  the  district  of  non-residents  are 
deducted,  and  38  deaths  of  residents  registered  out  of  the  district  added 
gives  a net  total  of  428  deaths. 

The  net  births  were  710,  and  the  rate  was  29*2  per  1,000.  In  1912, 
684  births  were  registered  in  1911  710,  in  1910,  726. 


Death-rates  for  10  Years— 1904 — 1913. 


All  causes. 

1904— 207 

1905— 16*3 

1906— 17-5 

1907— 16-1 

1908— 19-2 

1909— 19-1 

1910— 14-7 

1911— 16-8 

1912— 17*7 

1913— 17-6 


Infant  death-rate 

Zymotics. 

, 3-5  

per  1,000  births. 
184 

9 *9 

148 

3-4 

159 

...  3-2  

152 

...  1-6  

158 

2-5  

176 

....  1-59  

122 

2-8  

146 

3-4  

166 

....  2-7  

157 

Ten  years’  averages,  17'5 


2-6 


156 


Deaths  at  the  Several  Age  Periods,  1904—1913 


Deaths  under  1 year  

over  1 and  under  2 yrs.. 
o.  5 

15 
25 
45 
65 


91 

99 

99 


99 

’5 


5 


99 

99 

99 

99 


15 

25 
45 

65  and  upwards 


19 


11 

11 

11 

11 

11 


1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

19101911 

1912 

1913 

148 

120 

131 

114 

127 

128 

89 

104 

114 

112 

• • ♦ 

36 

58 

39 

92 

"66 

82 

81 

69 

90 

59 

17 

42 

25 

30 

18 

24 

25 

37 

34 

18 

16 

23 

24 

24 

20 

10 

19 

18 

27 

21 

23 

21 

21 

D 

• • 

52 

38 

52 

133 

iie 

111 

113 

133 

102 

103 

81 

65 

72 

65 

48 

63 

54 

82 

86 

65 

78 

69 

88 

AQ9  388  4-21  406  466  467  355  407  430  433 
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I have  reproduced  the  figures  for  1903  deliberately  this  year  to  enable 
me  to  show  clearly  that  over  a series  of  years  there  is  an  improvement,  and 
a decided  one,  in  our  infantile  mortality  rate.  The  highest  number  of  deaths 
registered  in  the  11  years  was  158  under  one  year,  and  that  in  1903.  It 
was  148  in  1904,  and  it  has  more  or  less  continuously  fallen.  In  1913  there 
is  at  least  one  death  of  a Leigh  baby  in  the  total,  removed  here  for  nursing 
during  its  mother’s  illness.  It  was  only  living  14  days  at  Hindley  Green 
when  "it  died.  The  death  was  not  transferred  outwards  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  presumably  through  an  oversight. 

The  deaths  in  1913  show  a decrease  with  one  exception  at  all  age  periods 
up  to  25,  and  an  increase  in  all  groups  over  that  age.  The  mortality  of 
the  oldest  people,  65  and  over,  was  the  greatest  in  any  one  of  the  11  years 
shown  in  the  table. 


1913— Hindley  Urban  District. 


Causes  oe  Deaths,  excluding  Notifiable  Diseases. 


Causes  of  Deaths. 

m 

r— I 

Influenza  

1 

Cancer,  Mai.  Disease 

17 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

2 

Meningitis  

10 

Organic  Heart  Dise’s 

31 

Bronchitis  

38 

Pneumonia, all  forms 

63 

Other  Diseases  o: 

Respiratory  Organs 

6 

Appendicitis  and 

Typhlitis  

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

4 

Alcoholism  

1 

Nephritis  & Bright’s 

Disease  

10 

Other  Accidents  anc 

Diseases  of  Preg- 

nancy  & Parturit’r 

2 

Congenital  Debilit) 

and  Malformation, 

including  Prema- 

ture  Births  

33 

Violent  Deaths,  ex- 

eluding  Suicides,. 

16 

Suicide 

1 

Other  Defined  Dise’s 

95 

Diseases  ill-defmec 

or  unknown........ 
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1913  i 

1912 

1 

2 

9 

6 

07 

0*74 

1 

1 

10 

0-4 

1 

1 
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O 

6 

9 

11 

P27 

0*8 
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2 

2 

2 

9 

17 

1-5 

1 ‘4 

19 

10 

4 

2 
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9 

12 

6 

2 6 

3-3 

2 

3 

1 

0-24 

1 

3 

1 

0-16 
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1 

1 

| 

2 

2 

2 

3 

0-4 

0*5 

2 

33 

1-36 

1*2 

1 

3 

2 

4 

4 

2 

0*65 

0*8 

1 

8 

2 

3 

9 

6 

9 

21 

37 

3-9 

2 9 

1 

1 

0*1 

76 

18 

14 

15 

16 

38 

70 
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This  table  shows  deaths  from  non-notifiable  diseases;  Meningitis  appears 
separately  in  it  ; previously  this  disease  was  shown  in  “ Other  Defined 
Diseases.' ’ These  all  occurred  in  children  under  1 year,  and  the  age  distri- 
bution in  weeks  and  months  is  shown  in  Table  IV.  The  deaths  from  Cancer 
were  practically  the  same  as  in  1912. 

Organic  Heart  Diseases  show  a great  increase  from  0*8  in  1912  to  1*27 
in  1913. 

Bronchitis  : These  deaths  for  the  two  years  are  nearly  equal,  though 
there  was  a fractional  increase  in  1913. 

Pneumonia,  all  forms,  dropped  from  3*3  in  1912  to  2-6  in  1913. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  and  Alcoholism,  5 deaths  compared  with  3 in  1912. 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease,  10,  is  slightly  less  than  in  1912,  viz., 
OH  in  1913,  and  0-5  in  1912. 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformations,  including  Premature  Births, 
33,  with  a rate  of  1*36,  compares  unfavourably  with  30  and  P2  in  1912. 

^ Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicides,  16,  in  1912  20,  and  the  death  rates 
0*65  and  0-8  respectively.  These  were  due  to  various  causes  : Burns  and 
Scalds  in  children,  Colliery  Accidents,  one  killed  on  level  crossing,  one  by 
falling  downstairs. 

Suicide,  1. 

Other  Defined  Diseases,  95,  in  1912  72  ; and  the  rates  3*9  and  2-9 • 
This  is  chiefly  due  to  the  deaths  of  the  aged  members  of  the  community* 

Diseases  Ill-defined  or  Unknown,  2 ; these  are  the  deaths  of  people 
assigned  to  causes  impossible  to  classify. 


Table  Showing  Deaths  prom  Notifiable  Diseases,  including  Diakrhcfa, 

Whooping  Cough,  and  Measles. 

______  1913.  1912. 
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MEASLES,  1913. 


Death  rate,  0*9  ; 1912,  1*94. 

The  epidemic  beginning  in  April,  1912,  causing  45  deaths  ended  m 
March,  1913,  and  continued  sporadically  until  August.  23  children  died, 
13  in  the  first  quarter,  5 in  the  second,  1 in  July,  and  4 m August.  Since 
then  we  have  been  notified  of  the  absence  of  a few  children  from  the  schools 
suffering  from  the  disease,  but  no  deaths  have  been  registered.  For  the 
next  two  years  we  may  reasonably  expect  a rest  following  the  usual 
experience.  This  disease  is  not  notifiable,  and  Dr.  Newsholme  remarks 
in  his  recent  annual  report  for  1912-1913  : “ Compulsory  notification  of  all 
recognised  cases  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  has  not, 
however,  had  any  marked  success  ; and  a number  of  local  Authorities  who 
had  added  Measles  to  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases  have  applied  to  the 
Board  for,  and  have  received  permission  to  revoke  the  orders  for  notifica  cion 
of  this  disease.”  He  is  inclined  to  think  the  notification  of  first  cases  in  a 
family  by  the  medical  attendant  or  by  the  parent  would  be  helpful.  Man- 
chester has  recently  obtained,  powers  making  it  obligatory  on  the  parents 
of  all  children  suffering  from  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough  to  notify  the 
cases. 

Amongst  the  146  smaller  towns  reported  on  in  the  Registrar-  General  s 
annual  summary  the  average  death  rate  was  0*35,  the  highest  rates  being 
2*06  in  Abertillery,  and  next  1-94  in  Hindley. 


Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  also  is  invariably  worse  in  localities  with 
high  infant  mortality  rates.  The  deaths  from  Measles  since 
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1 with  the  disease  as 

in  1912. 

schools  affected,  examination  of  all  children  with  catarrhal  symptoms,  the 
exclusion  of  all  children  under  five  unless  we  had  satisfactory  evidence  that 
a child  was  immune.  It  ought  to  be  clearly  understood  that  rarely  if  ever 
does  a child  suffer  from  a second  or  third  attack  of  measles.  All  children 
from  infected  houses  that  had  already  had  the  disease  were  permitted  to 
attend  school.  No  department  nor  class  was  closed  during  the  epidemic, 
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Printed  circulars  were  issued  and  placards  placed  on  the  walls  warning  the 
people  of  the  dangers  and  the  precautions  necessary  to  be  taken.  The 
teachers  gave  very  material  aid  and  promptly  notified  every  case  that 
came  to  their  knowledge. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Death  rate,  0*12  ; 1912,  0*91. 

Only  3 deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause  during  the  year  ; in  1912, 
21,  and  the  death  rate  for  that  year  was  0*91,  being  the  third  highest  of 
the  smaller  towns,  and  fourth  for  the  whole  country.  All  the  deaths  were 
under  five,  and  in  the  measles  deaths  all  but  2 were  under  five.  These 
two  diseases  are  peculiarly  fatal  to  children  in  the  first  and  second  years  in 
life. 


DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 

Deaths  35  ; death  rate  per  1,000  living,  14  ; 1912,  0*24  ; 1911,  1*78. 

Of  the  35  deaths  all  but  5 were  under  1 year  ; 3 were  1 and  under  2 
years.  Almost  everyone  of  them  was  artificially  fed.  Hand-bills  were 
issued  during  the  summer  months  advising  parents  to  feed  their  children 
naturally  ; if  unable,  instructions  were  given  as  to  the  feeding  and  clothing 
of  the  infants.  The  Nurse  was  untiring  in  her  efforts  to  induce  the  parents 
not  to  use  the  feeding  bottle,  and  advising  them  to  seek  medical  advice 
early.  Particular  care  was  given  to  the  back  premises  of  the  houses  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  people  were  told  how  to  take  care  of  their 
food  and  particularly  to  avoid  pollution  by  flies.  But  unpaved  yards  and 
passages,  removal  of  slaughter-houses  from  the  neighbourhood  of  dwellings, 
and  the  disappearance  of  privy  middens,  &c.,  are  necessary  to  abate  this 
scourge. 


Distribution  in  Months  and  Localities  oe  Diseases  Compulsorily  Notifiable, 

1913. 


Cases  rem  wed  to  Hospitals  in  Sandy  Lane  and  Horw'ch. 


Wards. 
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The  diseases  comprised  in  this  group  are  Smallpox,  Diphtheria,  and 
Membranous  Croup,  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  Tuberculosis  (all  forms), 
Erysipelas,  Polio-myelitis,  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  and  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum. 

Tuberculosis  cases  Were  first  notified  amongst  poor  law  and  hospital 
patients  ; in  1912  the  order  was  extended,  and  all  cases  of  the  same  became 
notifiable  in  1912  ; in  1911,  5 cases  were  reported  ; 64  in  1912,  this  number 
included  all  the  known  cases  in  the  district ; 1913,  47  notifications  were 
received,  33  being  pulmonary,  or  more  popularly  known  as  Consumption. 

Scarlet  Fever  accounted  for  nearly  half  the  total,  91. 

Tuberculosis  accounted  for  47,  practically  a fourth  of  the  total. 

Polio -myelitis  and  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  no  cases  reported. 

In  the  first  quarter  36  notifications  from  all  causes  were  received. 

In  the  second  quarter  64  notifications  from  all  causes  were  received. 

In  the  third  quarter  25  notifications  from  all  causes  were  received. 

In  the  fourth  quarter  93  notifications  from  all  causes  were  received. 

In  1912  the  corresponding  figures  were  : 41,  29,  39,  and  38. 


The  Diseases  Notified  Were. 
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CASES  OF  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED  DURING  1913/ 


19 


Wards. 

* 

|H|(MCOHH|(MIO|HM|  1 1 1 H 

1 

SQ 

| (M  rH  | CO  | rH  ! H -rH  r— i | | rH  I 1 1 I rH 

lO 

< 

Ol  H CM  00  H | H (M  o | (MCMHHCOHOOCM 

l—l  r-H 

Ol 

<01 

• 

H 

O 

Eh 

H « CM  05  1 | | i O0  r— 1 i 1 H I H COHIO 

HMCMiOMMHiOO  1 OO  M lO  H (M  h -f  O) 

r-H 

rH 

•spitwvdn 
pin?  gi 

1 1 1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 

1 ! 1 1 1 I 1 1 I 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 ! 

i 1 

i 

91—01 

1 ^ 

i I 1 i 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 

1 1 I ! 1 1 I ! 1 1 1 ! 1 ! 1 I 1 1 

; 

01—99 

1 1 i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ! 1 I 1 1 

1 ! 1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 I i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

i 

i 

99— 09 

1 1 I 1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 i III  I 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 

i 

09— Q2 

.1  1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 i ! 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 I 1 1 1 I 

i 

i 

99 — 0Q 

I [ 1 I I 1 i 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 I 1 1 1 I I 1 i 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 

i 

i 

09— 9f 

(*n 

*1 

1 I ! 1 ! I 1 I 1 ! 1 i 1 1 1 1 1 1 

| | 1 | rH  i 1 i — If — 1 | I 1 1 1 | r-H  r-H  r-H 

i 

Ol 

9f—0f 

P^ 

| | | 1 1 I f ! 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 

| i — t | i — 1 | | |-  I i — 1 I 1 1 1 Ir-Hlr-Ht-H 

! 

07 

Of— 99 

P*i 

lir-HT-HlIlIrHlIillllll 
| , — ! | i — 1 r-H  | | H M 1 1 1 1 i — < ' — C I M (M 

i — I 

99—09 

P^ 

| | 1 | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 | r-H  rH  | | ! | r — l|i — 1|< — 1|  I 1 1' — 1 

1 

cq 

09— 9Z 

P^S 

| | r-H  r-H  | I 1 I l-H  rH  | It— 1 | 1 H H M 

| 1 | | | M r— 1 CO  CO  | | t-H  r— | | | | I rH 

CO 

hH 

9Z—0Z 

p^ 

r — l 1 i 1 — ! I 1 1 ! ' — I 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 ! 1 

1 1 I 1 | | 1 ! ! 1 1 T 1 ' — > till  T — 1 i 

i — ! 

rH 

0Z—91 

p^ 

rH  rH  | CM  1 1 1 1 Ol  1 1 1 1 1 I rH  rH  rH 

| | | 1 !!  1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 

CO 

1 

91—01 

p^ 

HIM  1 W | 1 1 1 CO  1 1 1 1 1 IrHrHrH 

| | rH  rH  | I I 1 r — illlllllll 

HH 

rH 

01— s 

p^ 

~7”T  ! ! 1 1 1 i 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 ! ! 1 

Illlllllll'— i ! ' — 1 1 1 1 1 i — i 

1 

i — 1 

9 — 0 

p^ 

rH  | | rH  | 1 I 1 H 1 1 ' 1 .rH[rHrH 

||  | rH  | 1 I ! i — 1 l r — i|i — ll  1 1 |r — 1 

07 

07 

CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  (NON-PULMONARY)  NOTIFIED  DURING  1913. 


20 


m 

A 

P3 

<1 

K? 

1 | r-l  i— i rH  1 | H N | 1 f ( I H | HH 

co 

65  ... 

IIIIII!ll-H||rHli||rH 

rH 

1 1 ! 1 rH  | |hh  Jh  1iHHiO(MC005 

o 

rH 

<1 

H 

O 


CM 


f— I I I CO  r— I 0O 

rH  j | r— I r — I | | | | H CO  r- 1 lO  lO 


00 


•spnmdn  | 

PUB  Ql  | 

^ 1 
^ 1 

1 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 I 

1 1 1 1 1 i 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

! 

1 

9L—0L 

1 1 1 1 1 I 1 i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ! 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 

1 

1 

01—99 

^ ! 

1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 | | 1 i 

1 

1 

29  09 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

1 

Ol 

ox 

1 

05 

o 

1 1 9 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I | | ! 1 1 | 

1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 I ! 1 1 1 ! | 

1 

1 

SS — OS 

1 

1 

09— 9f 

9 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 i I ! t ] i i — i 1 i — i i — i 

1 I 1 1 1 !!  1 1 I 1 ! 1 1 1 1 [ I 

rH 

1 

Qf—Of 

*■ 

1 1 I 1 1 ! 1 1 I ! 1 i 1 1 j I | | 

1 1 1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | | | 

l 

i 

of— es 

I ‘ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | i — li — 1 H 

1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 ! I | | 

rH 

eg— og 

I 1 1 1 1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i | I 

i 

l 

Og— 9Z 

9Z—0Z 

1 

! ! ! ; ! ; !!!!!!!!!!!!  ! 

l 

l 

| 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 T— 1 | | | 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 | | | -rH  r-H 

i 

rH 

OZ—91 

1 I 1 1 1 — 1 1 1 1 — 1 i— 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 | J 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 .1  | rH  rH  rH 

rH 

rH 

si— 01 

01  9 

| i; ; ; ;T 

i 

i 

1 1 HH  | [ | 1 rH  rH  | ! rH  | r— 1 | r-l  Ol 

1 1 1 1 r — 1 i 1' — < i — l!  1 1 1 r — 1|  |i — ! H 

CO 

eq 

9—0 

1 ^ 

1 ^ 

1 1 1 1 | | | | | | ,-H  J rH  | r-H  | rH  <M 

eq 

eq 

Ph 

c3 

d 

d 

o3 


Ph 

o3 

d 

PH 

09 

& 


O 

pH 

c3 

hh 


PH 

© 

4H 

PH 

C$ 

d 

O?: 

4H 

CO 


pH  ^ 
i C© 

HH 


© 

4H 

PH 

CS 

d 

O 


pH 

Oj 

© 

I 

HH 

C3 

K 

HH 

CO 


-+H 

co 

d 


PH 

© 

rO 

a 

© 


t>  bO-^ 

d £ 


Ph 

© 

4H 

pH 

5 ?H 

P <X> 

o 

■4— 1 

o 


Pnoi 

CD  ^ 


© 

a 

© 

> 

o 


Ph 

© 


i *rri  >—  hh  co  . ■.  <h 


PH 

C3 

?H 

09 

HH  r I 
pH  «4H 

a3  02 

g>W 

rd  ^ 
hh  d 
rH  O-l 


pH 

o3 

09 


21 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

33  cases  were  notified  ; 22  deaths  were  registered  ; case  mortality  was 
66  per  cent. 

In  1912  the  figures  were  : Notified,  64  ; deaths,  28  ; case  mortality, 
43*7  per  cent. 

Of  the  33  cases  19  were  males  and  14  females.  I attach  a table  showing 
the  ages  of  the  cases  notified,  the  number  of  notifications,  sex,  and  ward 
distribution.  It  wall  be  observed  19  cases  were  reported  in  the  first  half 
of  the  year,  and  14  in  the  second.  Under  five,  4 cases  equally  divided  as 
to  sex,  one  of  these  proved  fatal  ; 5 — 10,  only  one  case  and  no  deaths  ; 
10 — 45  years,  5 cases,  1 male  and  4 females,  and  4 deaths  ; 15 — 25,  5 cases 
and  4 deaths  ; 25—45,  16  cases,  11  deaths  ; 45-- 50,  2 cases,  2 deaths.  The 
cases  were  reported  from  every  part  of  the  district,  22  in  the  grouped  North, 
West,  and  Central  Wards,  5 in  the  South  Ward,  and  6 in  the  East  Ward. 


Since  this  disease  was  made  compulsorily  notifiable  97  cases  have  been 
reported  ; 50  have  died,  leaving  47  in  various  stages  of  the  disease  to  be 
dealt  with. 

Your  Inspector  visits  all  ; the  houses  are  periodically  disinfected, 
leaflets  and  cards  are  left  at  the  home  giving  instructions  in  the  management 
and  care  of  the  sick.  During  the  year  3 cases  were  sent  to  Sanatoria  by 
the  Tuberculosis  Committee  of  the  County.  A few  months  ago  a Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  was  opened  in  Wigan,  and  Dr.  Jessell  appointed  to  act  partly 
for  the  administrative  county  and  partly  for  Wigan  Borough.  It  is  proposed 
to  provide  two  nurses  for  this  district,  under  the  control  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  to  visit  all  cases. 

NON-PULMONARY  EORMS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

14  were  notified  ; 12  deaths  registered  ; case  mortality,  85  per  cent. 

Several  of  these  notifications  only  came  to  hand  one  or  two  days  before 
death  occurred.  9 of  them  were  in  group  0- — 5,  and  all  died  befere  attaining 
a second  birthday  ; all  were,  without  exception,  artificially  feel. 

The  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  were  in  : — 

Ah,  IF.,  and  C.  Wards  : — * 

Bridge  Street,  21. 

Gennell  Style,  33. 

Gidlow’s  Court,  1. 

George  Street,  74. 

Charles  Street,  10. 

Arundel  Street,  15,  8. 

Railway  Street,  22,  54,  42* 

Ward  Street,  17,  18. 

Lord  Street,  126,  17. 

Dog  Pool,  4. 

William  Street,  20. 

Orrell  Street,  49. 

Castle  Hill,  15. 


Arthur  Street,  21. 

Hoade  Street,  12. 

Chapel  Green,  45. 

Close  Street,  20. 

Gaskell  Street,  10. 

Back  Macclesfield  Street,  5. 
Bolton’s  Yard,  3. 

Argyle  Street,  19.  \ 

Topcliffe  Street,  2. 

Sandy  Lane,  76, 

Pump  Street,  1. 

Eaton  Street,  3. 

Wigan  Road,  200. 


South  Ward : — 


East  Ward  : 


Moss  Lane,  42. 

Liverpool  Road,  463,  672,  642. 
Platt  Street,  16. 

Sydney  Street,  3. 

Moss  Lane,  25. 


Johnson  Street,  4. 

Swan  Lane,  131. 

Wood’s  Court,  3. 

Leigh  Road,  40. 

A Tramp  at  Hindley  Green. 
Atherton  Road,  670. 

6 Acre  harm. 

Ivy  Farm. 

Slacker  Fold,  15. 


Your  Council  pays  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  sputum,  and 
every  medical  practitioner  resident  in  the  district  is  supplied  with  an  outfit 
for  collection  of  same. 


CASES  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  NOTIFIED  DURING  1913. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

1913.— 91  cases  ; no  deaths.— Mortality  rate  per  cent. 

1912.— 28  „ 2 

1911.— 69  „ 4 

1910.— 95  „ 5 

Four  cases  were  notified  in  the  South  Ward  in  January  and  February. 

In  the  East  Ward  in  March,  one  case  was  reported  ; in  April,  9.  These 
were  milcl  cases  ; visits  paid  to  the  school  proved  abortive.  In  May,  as 
these  were  all  connected  with  one  school  (St.  John's,  Hindley  Green),  this 
school  was  again  visited,  and  the  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector 
examined  every  child  ; 3 girls  were  found  peeling,  two  of  them  sisters. 
These  were  propmtly  excluded,  and  their  homes  visited.  At  one,  We  found 
another  child  peeling  freely  ; no  medical  man  was  in  attendance.  This 
school  was  closed  for  4 days  whilst  disinfection  of  the  premises  took  place. 
Although  only  91  cases  were  reported  I felt  satisfied  there  were  many  others 
overlooked. 

More  than  half  the  number  occurred  at  Hindley  Green,  where  35  were 
found  during  May  and  June.  41  were  males  and  50  were  females.  30  were 
under  five,  45  were  5 and  under  10,  12  were  10  and  under  15.  One  other 
case  was  reported  by  the  Headmaster  of  St.  Peter’s  School.  He  noticed 
the  boy  peeling  and  sent  him  home.  The  School  Nurse  went  to  his  home, 
and  the  lad  was  not  in  ; he  had  been  sent  an  errand  ; I followed,  and 
insisted  on  his  isolation.  Your  Sanitary  Committee  had  these  particulars 
before  them,  but  no  action  was  taken  beyond  a letter  of  expostulation  sent 
by  your  Clerk. 


Nil. 

7-1 

5*8 

5-2 


It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  street  and  ward  distribution  there  were 
five  cases  at  7,  Hindley  Mill  Lane,  and  3 at  772,  Atherton  Road.  All  these 
were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Horwich,  and  a charge 
of  £2  2s.  Od.  per  case  was  agreed  on. 

The  case  at  1,  Darby  Lane,  was  that  of  a domestic  servant  engaged  at 
Blackpool  ; she  returned  here  whilst  suffering  from  the  disease.  This 
was  reported  to  the  Blackpool  Medical  Officer. 


N.,  W and  C.  Wards  :■ 

Topcliffe  Street,  i. 

Cross  Street,  38. 

Wigan  Road,  99,  145,  145,  83. 
Uns worth  Street,  8. 

Hindley  Mill,  Lane  7,  7,  7,  7,  7 
13. 

Market  Street,  96. 

Argyle  Street,  71. 

Atherton  Road,  22. 

Ladies  Lane,  105. 

Carr  Street,  17. 


South  Ward  : — 

Liverpool  Road,  683,  608,  387,  605, 
485,  575,  596. 

Moss  Lane,  22,  41,  131,  131,  127. 
Alfred  Street,  15. 

Walthew  Lane,  90. 

Hussey  Houses,  4.  i 
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East  Ward 

Atherton  Road,  773,  773,  762,  748,  773,  510,  690a,  690a,  854,  785, 
642,  769,  769,  816,  732,  732,  757,  813,  925,  864,  937, 
772  772  772  753 

Swan  Lane,  169,  98,  108,  108,  41,  8,  173. 

Boggart  Hole,  161,  51,  173. 

Johnson  Street,  21,  7. 

Wood  Street,  8. 

Scowcroft  House,  1. 

Scowcroft  Street,  10. 

East  Street,  1. 

Green  Lane,  37. 

Harrison  Street,  4. 

Thomas  Street,  281,  281,  11,  11,  11,  36. 

Sarah  Street,  3. 

Leigh  Road,  31,  31,  31,  31,  116. 

Baxter's  Row,  4. 


CASES  OF  DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFIED  DURING  191 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

17  ; case  mortality,  5*9  per  cent. 

These  are  shown  in  the  attached  table,  and  totalled  17. 

The  greatest  number  as  before  was  found  in  the  South  Ward  ; 
only  one  was  fatal. 

Anti-Diphtheritic  Serum  is  supplied  for  the  treatment  at  the  cost  of 
your  Council. 

In  1912  we  had  only  9 cases,  and  the  case  mortality  was  55’5  per  cent. 

In  1911  we  had  31  cases)  ,,  ,,  „ 38*9  per  cent. 

Several  Swabs  were  taken,  and  bacteriologically  examined,  and  proved 
positive.  I think  every  diagnosis  of  Diphtheria  ought  to  be  confirmed  by 
bacteriological  examination,  and  certainly  it  will  not  be  advisable  to  admit 
any  case  to  Hospital  before  this  has  been  done. 


The  Ward  and  Street  distribution  w*as 


N.,  IF.,  and  C. 
Arthur  Street,  32. 
Ward  Street,  31. 

Wigan  Road,  147. 
Ellesmere  Street,  21. 
Imperial  Hotel. 
Bridgewater  Street,  57. 


South. 

Walthew  Lane,  152,  188,  92. 
Liverpool  Road,  418,  584. 
Stanley  Road,  28,  28. 
Douglas  Street,  1. 


East. 

Atherton  Road,  559. 
Smith's  Lane,  322. 
Leigh  Road,  401. 


The  sex  distribution  was  : Males,  10  ; females,  7. 


CASES  OF  ENTERIC  FEVER  NOTIFIED  DURING  1913. 
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In  the  above  table  it  will  be  observed  12  cases  were  notified,  8 males 
and  4 females  ; 8 in  the  North,  West,  and  Central  Wards,  and  4 in  the  South 
Ward,  with  two  deaths,  both  in  Hospital.  One  of  these  was  moribund  when 
removed.  On  account  of  the  local  circumstances  it  was  deemed  better 
to  remove  him  than  leave  him  at  home.  The  notification  came  very  late, 
and  was  only  forwarded  after  consultation.  This  death  raised  an  important 
question  to  my  mind.  It  has  been  the  practice  to  remove  bodies  from  the 
Mortuary  to  the  Cemetery  by  the  most  direct  route.  In  this  instance  the 
body  was  taken  to  the  house  from  which  it  had  been  removed,  but  not,  as 
I understand,  from  the  hearse  ; the  funeral  procession  was  formed  at  the 
deceased's  former  residence.  I contend  that  bodies  removed  from  the 
Hospital  for  burial  should  not  be  taken  to  the  Cemetery  by  any  circuitous 
route. 


Again,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  the  blood  test  is  so  little  used 
to  confirm  the  diagnosis  of  Enteric  Fever.  It  is  usually  a difficult  disease 
to  be  sure  of  at  first ; it  commences  in  so  many  anomalous  ways.  I have 
mentioned  this  before. 

On  page  ix.  of  the  42nd  annual  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  Dr.  Newsholme  has  the  following  : — 

Pathological  Means  for  Diagnosing  Disease .• — The  valuable 
assistance  to  diagnosis  of  disease  and  to  its  treatment  which  the  modern 
laboratory  can  give,  has  much  importance  also  in  securing  vital 
statistics  of  sickness  and  mortality,  and  it  is  convenient,  therefore, 
to  refer  to  it  in  this  part  of  my  report.  He  refers  then  to  a memoran- 
dum on  this  subject,  prepared  for  the  Departmental  Committee  on 
Tuberculosis,  which  is  reprinted  in  the  appendix.  As  a rule,  he  adds, 
official  laboratories  provide  only  for  aid  in  the  diagnosis  of  Enteric 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Tuberculosis  ; there  is  a large  deficiency  in  the 
provision  made  even  in  regard  to  these  diseases,  and  in  -a  number  of 
counties  practitioners  are  left  without  any  official  help. 

Your  Authority  is  not  open  to  this  reproach.  The  next  sentence,  how- 
ever, concerns  us  intimately  : — 

“ In  many  other  counties  and  county  boroughs  the  facilities  pro- 
vided and  the  use  made  of  them,  vary  within  very  wide  limits.” 

Take  our  experience  in  1913  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  33  cases  ; bacteriological  examinations  16 
Enteric  Fever  . . 12  cases  ; ,,  . . 7 

Diphtheria  . . . . 17  cases ; „ . . 6 

Dr.  Newsholme  concludes  with  the  following  expression  of  opinion  : — 

“ In  order  that  a satisfactory  medical  service  may  be  secured 
throughout  the  country,  facilities  for  work  similar  to  that  now  being 
done  in  hospitals  will  need  to  be  offered  to  medical  practitioners 
generally.” 
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He  refers  finally  to  an  extract  from  the  final  report  of  the  Departmental 
Committee  on  Tuberculosis,  page  16.  viz.  .— 

« pn  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  the  value  to  the  community 
of  the  scheme  of  research  recommended  in  this  report  will  not  be  fully 
secured  unless  it  is  accompanied  by  a general  extension  through- 
out the  United  Kingdom  of  clinical  laboratories  for  the  better  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  disease,  provided  out  of  funds  other  than  those 
available  under  Section  16  (2)  of  the  National  Insurance  Act.” 

I have  quoted  the  above  owing  to  an  experience  we  had  during  the  year. 
In  the  street  list  5 cases  were  notified  from  October  13th  to  December  23rd  ; 
m one  household  4 children,  and  finally  the  father.  The  first  case  was 
removed  to  the  Hospital,  and  kept  there  some  weeks  ; the  clinical  signs 
were  those  of  Meningitis  ; no  Widal  had  been  done,  and  finally  the  case 
was  removed  home  at  the  request  of  the  medical  attendant.  On  the  23rd 
of  November,  two  other  cases  were  reported,  a boy  and  a young  woman.  I 
asked  for  a sample  of  blood  for  examination  ; this  was  refused  by  the  father  ; 
another  child  of  9 was  notified  on  December  the  13th.  No  blood  test  was 
made,  the  father  refusing  to  have  an y collected.  After  consultation  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  I got  samples  of  the  excreta  from  three 
of  the  cases,  and  sent  them  to  Professor  Delepine.  After  examining  the  organisms 
found  he  asked  for  samples  of  blood  to  be  collected  and  sent  at  once.  His 
letter  and  tubes  were  sent  to  the  doctor  ; the  latter  tried  to  get  the 
parent’s  consent,  and  failed.  I notified  the  failure  to  Professor  Delepine, 
with  regret,,  whereupon  I received  the  following  report  from  the  laboratory  : 

The  organisms  isolated  from  the  fseces  of  J . ana  E.  B.,  are  Typhoid- 
like,  but  in  the  absence  of  specimens  of  blood  of  the  patients  it  is 
impossible  to  make  a definite  diagnosis,” 

In  one  of  the  cases  not  even  the  suspicious  organism  was  found. 

The  privy  midden  is  the  only  convenience  provided  at  the  following 
houses,  and  most  of  the  yards  and  back  passages  are  unpaved  : 

A.,  W.,  and  G.  Wards  South  Ward 

Liverpool  Road,  54.  Walthew  Lane,  93. 

Atherton  Road,  12.  Stephen  Street,  2,  2,  2. 

Hall  Lane,  42. 

Ellesmere  Street,  33,  33,  33,  33,  33,  33. 

The  occupations  of  the  patients  were  in  the  colliery  3,  carters  3,  errand 
boy  1,  mill  2,  the  rest  nil. 

The  following  tables  need  very  little  comment ; it  is  pitiable  to  have  to 
record  4 cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  with  3 cases  in  710  births  is  a much  better 
record  than  in  1911.  All  the  cases  made  a good  recovery,  and  so  far  as  can 
be  seen  at  present  no  damage  has  been  done  to  the  cornea  in  any  instance. 
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Erysipelas. — I have  nothing  to  add  supplementary  to  the  information 
given  in  the  table. 

I have  to  thank  Mr.  Abbott  for  his  record  of  the  rainfall  during  the 
year,  along  with  the  statement  of  the  thermometer  and  barometer  readings. 
It-  will  be  noticed  that  the  rainfall  was  the  lightest  during  the  4 years 
recorded,  and  the  wettest  months  were,  in  order,  April,  November,  and  March. 

The  highest  temperature  was  only  71°  F.  during  the  year. 

The  Inspector’s  report  follows 


CASES  OF  PUERPERAL  FEVER  NOTIFIED  DURING  1913. 
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CASES  OF  OPHTHALMIA  NOTIFIED  DURING  1913. 
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CASES  OF  ERYSIPELAS  NOTIFIED  DURING  1913. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  is  not  much  to  record  of  interest  during  the  year.  The  cleanliness 
of  the  sanitary  arrangements  has  been  the  chief  difficulty.  Attention  has 
had  to  be  directed  to  the  limewashing  of  some  of  the  workplaces,  and  the 
want  of  cleanliness  of  some  of  the  domestic  workrooms. 

The  bakehouses  have  been  kept  clean,  and  the  new  bakehouse  opened 
early  in  the  year  is  above  the  average.  The  Co-operative  Society  will  shortly 
take  possession  of  a new  and  commodious  bakery,  now  nearing  completion. 
This  will  be  a great  advance  on  the  present  one.  One  bakery  has  had  to 
provide  additional  sanitary  conveniences  during  the  year. 
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l._ Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 

(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances.) 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  Inspections,  59.  Written 
Notices,  2. 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  Inspections,  282. 
Written  Notices,  6. 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises  included  m Part  3 of 
this  report)  : — Inspections,  189.  Written  Notices,  2. 

Total Inspections,  530.  Written  Notices,  10. 

Prosecutions,  none. 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  Found,  15.  Remedied,  15. 

Want  of  Ventilation  -None. 

Overcrowding  None. 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  Found,  1.  Remedied,  1. 

Other  Nuisances  : — Found,  5.  Remedied,  5. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : — -Insufficient,  found,  1 ; remedied,  1.  Un- 
suitable or  defective,  found,  1 ; remedied,  1.  Not  separate  for  sexes,  found, 
1 ; remedied,  1. 

Illegal  occupation  of  Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : None. 

Breach  of  Special  Sanitary  Requirements  for  Bakehouses  (ss.  97  to 
100)  : — -Found,  1.  Remedied,  1. 

Other  Offences  (excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which  are  in- 
cluded in  Part  3 of  this  report)  : — None. 

Total — Found,  25.  Remedied,  25. 


3. — HOME  WORK. 

Outworkers’  Lists  received  from  Employers  Twice  in  the  Year.— Making 
Wearing  Apparel,  &c— Lists,  6;  Workmen,  11.  Once  in  the  Year. — 
Lists,  1 ; Workmen,  1.  Notices  served  on  Occupiers  as  to  keeping  or  sending 
lists,  6. 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 213. 


5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  — 1. 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (s.  133, 
1901)  3. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act 
(s.  5,  1901)  : — Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector,  5 ; Reports  (of  action  taken) 
sent  to  H.M.  Inspector,  5. 


J.  CHRONNELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


28th  February,  1914. 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


Nuisance  Inspector’s  Office, 

February  21st,  1914. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 


I beg  to  report  that  there  has  been  during  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1913  : — 


Bad  meat  destroyed 
Bad  fish  destroyed 

Preliminary  notices  sent  out  for  choked  drains, 
gullies,  wet  and  foul  ashpits,  &c.  . . 

Legal  notices  served  on  owners  or  agents  for  abate- 
ment of  nuisances 

Notices  served  for  keeping  poultry  and  pigeons  . . 
Notices  served  for  overcrowding 
Notices  to  limewash  after  disinfecting 
Notices  to  parents  that  their  children  must  not 
attend  school  owing  to  infectious  disease  in 

their  homes  

Infectious  cases  notified 

Notifications  from  schools— Measles,  Whooping 

Cough,  &c 

Houses  disinfected 
Notices  to  limewash  workshops 
There  are  213  factories  and  workshops 
Yisits  made  to  factories,  including  visits  made  by 
M.O.II.  and  Health  Visitor 
Schools  fumigated  and  disinfected 
Notices  sent  to  school  teachers  re  notifications 
received  from  them  as  well  as  other 
notifications 

• • • * • * •• 

Slaughter-houses,  verbal  and  written  notices  given 
for  them  to  be  limewashed 


1912. 

1913. 

5121b. 

5441b. 

301b. 

251b. 

390 

383 

119 

104 

55 

11 

13 

17 

69 

130 

208 

183 

147 

193 

411 

195 

118 

145 

12 

10 

217 

213 

534 

530 

6 

2 

390 

277 

19 

22 

JAMES  SOUTHERN, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Nuisance  Inspector’s  Office, 

February  21st,  1914. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  orj  the  Sanitary  Committee. 


The  following  Slaughter-houses  were  occupied  December  31st,  1913  : — - 

1.  — -Thomas  A.  West,  off  Chapel  Street. 

2. — John  C.  West,  off  Bridge  Street. 

3. — Jonathan  Clayton,  Back  Bridge  Street. 

4. — John  Mackie,  off  Castle  Hill  Road. 

5. — Mrs.  Mary  A.  Clewes,  167,  Atherton  Road. 

6.  — James  Rigby,  Whistley  Street,  Platt  Bridge. 

7.  — Bamfurlong  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.,  11  and  13,  Platt  Bridge. 

8.  — Richard  Johnson,  169,  Wigan  Road. 

9.  — John  H.  Holme,-  Grosvenor  Street,  off  Platt  Lane. 

William  Bromley,  off  Bamber  Street.  This  place  is  now  used  as  a 
wash-house  by  the  present  tenant  of  the  shop. 

William  Palin,  823,  Atherton  Road,  Hindley  Green.  This  place  is 
used  as  a wash-house  by  the  present  tenant  of  the  shop. 

By  the  adoption  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  the 
owners  or  occupiers  of  slaughter-houses  should  upon  any  change  of  occupa- 
tion of  any  building  within  an  Urban  Sanitary  District,  registered  or  licensed 
for  use,  and  used  as  a slaughter-house,  the  person  thereupon  becoming  the 
occupier  or  joint  occupier,  shall  give  notice  in  wiriting  of  the  change  of 
occupation  to  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  There  is  a penalty  attached  to 
failure  so  to  do. 


JAMES  SOUTHERN, 


Sanitary  Inspector, 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


Nuisance  Inspector’s  Office, 


February,  1913. 


J.  Chronnell,  Esq., 


Dear  Sir, 


Milk  Farms  and  Retail  milk  Sellers. 


We  still  have  on  the  Register  . . . . . . 55 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  . . . . . . . . 31 

Number  of  Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk,  other 

than  Cowkeepers  . . . . . . . . 1 

One  has  ceased  to  sell  milk 

Number  on  Register  . . . . . . . . . . 1 


JAMES  SOUTHERN, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


Nuisance  Inspector's  Office, 


Hindley,  February  21st,  1914. 


To  the  Chairnam  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 


I beg  to  report  that  at  the  end  of  December  31st,  1914,  there  were 
three  obnoxious  trades  carried  on  in  your  district.  The  premises  have  been 
visited,  and  instructions  given  for  limewashing  and  cleansing,  which  have 
always  been  carried  out,  viz.  : — 


Tri/pe  Dressers  and  Boilers. 

J.  S.  Croft,  behind  113,  Atherton  Road. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Clewes,  behind  167,  Atherton  Road. 

© © ° 


Dorse  Slaughterers  and  Knacker’s  Yard. 

v a 

Aldred  Brothers,  Chapel  Fields,  off  Atherton  Road. 


JAMES  SOUTHERN, 


Sanitary  Inspector, 


SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Nuisance  Inspector’s  Office, 

Hindley,  February  21st,  1914. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 


I beg  to  report  that  the  Disinfector  in  the  Town's  Yard  has  been  used 
since  January  1st,  1913,  to  December  31st,  1913,  and  that  the  total  number 
of  articles  disinfected  during  that  period  has  been  1,654,  and  34  beds, 
mattresses,  &c.,  destroyed  at  the  request  of  the  owners. 

The  bags,  clothing,  and  appliances  of  midwives  have  been  disinfected 
during  the  year. 


1912. 

1913. 

Articles  disinfected 

810  .. 

1,654 

Articles  destroyed 

22  .. 

34 

Notices  served  during  the  year  . . 

682  .. 

684 

Nuisances  remedied  during  the  year 

690  . . 

679 

JAMES  SOUTHERN, 


Sanitary  Inspector, 
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TABLE  I. 


Number  of  children  kept  from  school  owing  to  Infectious  Disease  for  the 

year  ending  December  31st,  1913. 

This  return  only  applies  to  notitiable  diseases. 


Name  of  School. 

Erysi- 

pelas. 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

: 

Enteric. 

p— * 

+3 

o 

Eh 

Lowe  Green  Council 

1 

1 

2 

o 

ti 

6 

St.  Nathaniel’s  

] 

1 

3 

1 

6 

Platt  Bridge  Wesleyan.' 

3 

3 

Hindley  Green  St.  John’s 

1 

2 

38 

2 

43 

Bethel 

8 

1 

9 

Brunswick  

• 

1 

1 

O 

Aj 

Argyle  Street  Council... 

2 

3 

2 

7 

St.  Peter’s  

4 

4 

St.  Benedict’s 

4 

1 

5 

All  Saiuts’  

1 

1 

2 

4 

Castle  Hill  

1 

5 

6 

Hindley  Grammar  

2 

1 

3 

Sacred  Heart 

2 

2 

4 

4 

73 

15 

4 

100 

44 


Nuisance  Inspector’s  Office, 

Hind  ley, 

TABLE  II. 

Summary  of  infectious  cases  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1913, 
showing  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  reported  which  affected  attend- 
ance, and  the  number  of  children  kept  from  school  owing  to  infectious 
diseases  in  their  homes. 


This  return  only  applies  to  notifiable  diseases. 


Name  of  School. 

Ery- 

sipelas. 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Tubercu. 

±3 

CD  u 

W CD  1 

1 ® 1 

Diph- 

theria. 

Enteric. 

Puer-  1 

peral.  | 

Ophthal- 

mia 

Neonato. 

Total. 

Lower  Green  Council  ... 

i 

3 

3 

St,  Nathaniel’s  

1 

7 

5 

13 

Platt  Bridge  Wesleyan . . . 

St.  John’s  C.  E 

34 

34 

Bethel  

12 

12 

Brunswick  

2 

2 

Argyle  Street  Council  ... 

1 

1 

3 

5 

St.  Peter’s  

Q 

O 

o 

O 

St.  Benedict’s 

6 

6 

All  Saints’  

3 

1 

2 

6 

Castle  Hill  

3 

3 

Hindley  Grammar  

2 

1 

3 

Heigh  Grammar  

1 

1 

4 

73 

10 

4 

91 

Cases  reported,  school 

children  not  affected 

22 

28 

21 

8 

8 

4 

3 

94 

22 

32 

94 

18 

12 

4 

3 

185 

February  23rd,  1914. 


JAMES  SOUTHERN,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Engineer’s  and  Surveyor’s  Office, 

Hindley, 

January  23rd,  1914. 

Particulars  of  Rainfall,  &c.,  recorded  at  the  Plait  Bridge  Sewage  Works 
during  the  year  ended  December  31s£,  1913. 


Height  of  Rain  Gauge  98-64  feet  above  sea  level. 


Height  of  Barometer 

104-00  feet  i 

tbove  sea  level. 

Rainfall 

per  month  in 

No  of  days 
which  rain 

on 

fell,  Greatest  fall 

in  24 

Inches. 

each  month.  hours,  in 

inches . 

January 

2-175  .. 

13 

22nd  January 

•63 

February  . . 

1-06 

11 

9 th  February 

•205 

March 

3-30  . . 

24 

22nd  March 

•55 

April 

4-155 

19 

26th  April  . . 

1-05 

May 

2-42  . . 

18 

3rd  May.  . 

•64 

June 

2-21 

13 

9th  June  . . 

•56 

July. . 

1-30 

12 

6th  July 

•62 

August 

2-595  . . 

9 

22nd  August 

•78 

September  . . 

1-56  . . 

12 

25th  September  . . 

•53 

October 

2-07  . . 

16 

7th  October 

•40 

November  , . 

3-765  . . 

27 

20th  November 

•605 

December  . . 

2-13  . . 

16 

3rd  December 

•49 

Total  for 

year  1913....  29-28  . . 190  (out  of  365) 


Total  weight  of  rain  which  fell  in  Hindley  during  1913  = 7,746,634  tons. 


Rainfall  in  1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 


55 

55 

55 


Thermometer  Reading. 
Highest  Lowest  Mean 
for  year . for  year,  for  year. 
7i  24  49 


34-987  inches. 
29-987 
39‘495 
29-28 


5 5 
55 
55 


Barometer  Reading. 

Highest  Lowest  Mean 

for  year,  for  year,  for  year. 

30-80  -28-58  29-78 


OSWALD  P.  ABBOTT, 


Surveyor. 


Yital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913,  and  previous  years. 

Name  of  District — Hindley  Urban. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  2,612.  At  Census  of  1911  the  total  population  at  all  ages 
was  24,100;  number  of  inhabited  houses,  4,953;  average  number  of  persona  per  house,  4-86. 


TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  During  the  Year  1913. 

Name  of  District — Hindley  Urban. 
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Isolation  Hospital  (Name  and  Situation)  Smallpox,  Sandy  Lane,  North  Ward. 

Eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  the  Westhoughton,  Horwich,  and  Blackrod  Joint  Hospital. 
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TABLE  III, 


Causes  or,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1913, 


Name  of  District— Hindley  Urban. 
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TABLE  IV. 

HINDLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Infantile  Mortality  during  year  1913 


Causes  of  Death. 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year  : Legitimate  685.  Illegitimate  25. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  : Legitimate  infants  95,  Illegitimate  infants  15. 
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County  of  Lancaster. 


SUMMARY  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT  FOR  1913. 


Urban  District  of  Hindley. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health , James  Chronnell. 


Salary  as  M.O.H.,  £125. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances,  James  Southern.  Salary  as  Inspector,  £120. 

Wliat  is  the  character  of  the  Hospital  Accommodation  ? For  Small- 
pox, a small  building,  two  wards  used  for  Enteric  Fever.  For  other  Infectious 
Diseases,  none.  Is  it  Joint  or  otherwise  ? Sole  use. 


Number  of  beds  available  for  your  District  ? For  Small -pox,  8.  For 
other  Infectious  Diseases,  none. 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  from  your  District  ? Enteric 
Fever,  6.  Scarlet  Fever,  8 to  Westhoughton  Joint  Hospital  (charge  £2  2s. 
per  case).  Total,  14. 

Deaths  in  Hospital  of  patients  from  your  District  ? From  what  causes  ? 
2 (Enteric). 

How  is  disinfection  carried  out  ? Houses,  Fumigation,  S02,  Formalde- 
hyde spray.  Number  of  houses  disinfected?  145.  Apparatus  used  for 
clothing,  bedding,  &c.  (steam  or  otherwise)  ? Steam,  Washington-Lyons. 
Where  is  apparatus  situated  ? Town’s  Yard. 

Are  any  diseases  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Notification  Act  notifiable  (for  instance,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea, 
Chicken  Pox,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  &c.)  ? If  so,  what  are  they  ? 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Diseases  specially  prevalent  ? Scarlet  Fever.  Period  ? Epidemic, 
Mav  and  June. 

J 

Any  schools  closed  ? One,  4 days.  If  so,  for  what  disease  ? Scarlet 
Fever. 


Number  of  special  reports  made  under  Art.  XIX.  (15  and  16)  Sanitary 
Officers’  Order,  1910?  One,  Food  Poisoning  at  Hindley  Green. 

Bacteriological  examinations.  Number  and  nature  of  specimens  ex* 
arnined  ? 32.  Widal  (blood)  ; sputum-faeces. 
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Arrangement  (if  any)  made  under  the  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  Order 
1910  ? Free  supply  of  serum  and  bacteriological  examination  of  swabs. 

“ The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts,  1890  to  1909. ” — Has  your 
Authority  determined  the  procedure  to  be  adopted  for  the  inspection  of  your 
district  as  required  by  Article  1 of  the  Regulations  ? Yes.  Has  your 
Authority  prepared,  as  required  by  Article  1 (3),  a list  of  dwelling-houses 
the  early  inspection  of  which  is  desirable  ? Yes.  Has  your  Authority 
designated  an  officer  to  undertake  the  special  inspection  of  houses  and  to 
keep  the  records  stipulated  by  Article  2.  If  so,  what  officer  ? Yes,  A.  S. 
Whipp,  Assistant  Surveyor.  Have  the  necessary  books,  forms,  &c.,  for 
keeping  the  required  records  been  obtained  ? Yes.  Action  taken  in  1913  : — 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  % 
92.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation  1 10. 

Number  of  representations  to  Authority  with  a view  to  making  Closing 
Orders  ? 10.  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ? 10.  Number  of  dwelling- 

houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  without  making  Closing  Orders  ? 82. 

General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist  ? Defective  lighting,  ventila- 
tion, sanitary  conveniences.  Is  there  a deficiency  of  housing  accommo- 
dation ? If  so,  where  ? Yes,  generally. 

Source  of  the  water  supply  : Rivington  Waterworks  (Corporation  of 
Liverpool).  What  is  its  condition  ? Good  and  constantl.  Possibilities  of 
contamination  ? Practically  nil.  Is  it  subject  to  your  inspection  ? No. 

Is  scavenging  and  removal  of  house  refuse  carried  out  satisfactorily  ?' 
Yes.  How  performed  (by  Sanitary  Authority,  Contract,  or  Occupiers  of 
Houses)  ? Sanitary  Authority. 

How  is  the  refuse  disposed  of  ? Tips,  and  in  Town's  Yard.  Has  a 
Destructor  been  provided  ? Not  yet. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Method  of  treatment  ? (1)  Platt  Bridge,  septic 
tanks  and  contact  beds  ; (2)  Hindlev  Green  precipitation  tanks,  gravel, 
coke  breeze,  sand,  and  ash  filters.  What  is  the  character  of  the  drainage 
svstem  ? Pipe  line  and  two  sewage  farms.  Drain  testing,  flushing,  &c.  ? 

Yes. 


Action  taken  with  regard  to  the  pollution  of  streams  ? Reported  to- 
neighbouring  Authorities. 

Canal  boats  : Number  inspected  ? No  canal. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Bakehouses  ? Good.  What  is  the  con- 
dition of  the  Slaughter-houses  ? Average.  Has  a Public  Abattoir  been 
provided  ? No.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  Lodging-houses  ? One.. 
Are  they  registered  ? No. 

What  is  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  '?  In  most  of  them* 
good  (water  carriage). 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops — Are  they  periodically  inspected  ? 
Yes.  What  is  their  condition  ? Fair.  Have  regulations  been  made  under 
the  Order  of  the  L.G.B.  ? lres.  Are  they  enforced  ? Partially.  Amount 
of  air  space  in  cubic  feet  required  for  each  cow  ? 800,  but  there  is  over- 

crowding, and  action  being  taken.  Number  of  Cowkeepers  ? 31.  Num- 
ber on  register  ? 55.  Number  of  Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  milk  (other 
than  Cowkeepers)  ? 1.  Number  on  register  ? 1.  Action  taken  (if  any) 

as  to  tuberculous  milk  ? Left  to  the  County  Officials. 

Total  amount  of  food  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  ? Meat, 
5441b.  ; fish,  251b.  Number  of  carcases  and  parts  of  carcases  condemned 
for  tuberculosis  ? One,  and  parts  of  “ bellies  ” to  be  prepared  for  tripe. 
Number  of  legal  proceedings,  and  result  ? None. 

Department  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances — Number  of  notices  served  ? 
104.  Nuisances  remedied  ? 90.  Number  of  legal  proceedings  taken  and 

result  ? None. 

Closet  accommodation  of  the  district- — Number  of  privy  middens  ? 
1,413.  Pail  closets  ? 1,061.  Fresh  water  closets  ? 1,061.  Waste  water 

closets  ? 19.  Number  of  privy  middens  converted  during  1913  ? To 

W.C.'s,  140.  To  pails,  &c.,  none.  Number  of  pail  closets  converted  to 
W.C.'s  ? 19.  Does  Council  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  conversion  of 

either  privies  or  pail  closets,  or  both  ? If  so,  how  much  ? Free  water 
supply,  and  lays  and  couples  up  the  drains.  Has  got  power  to  borrow 
£2,000  towards  part  cost  of  500  conversions  to  be  completed  in  two  years. 

Smoke. — Number  of  observations  ? None.  Number  of  legal  proceed- 
ings taken  and  result  ? None.  What  is  the  time  limit  allowed  for  the 
emission  of  black  somke  per  hour?  None  fixed. 

Has  the  Authority  adopted— “ The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention) 
Act,  1890  " ? Yes.  “ The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  " ? 
Yes.  “ The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  " ? Yes.  “ The 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907  " ? Yes. 

Has  a Health  Visitor  been  appointed  ? Yes. 

Notable  sanitary  improvements  during  1913  : — New  main  line  sewer 
completed.  Strange  ways  Pumping  Station.  Provisional  apportionments 
prepared  for  the  making  of  89  private  streets.  Commencement  of  new 
Hospital  scheme  (part  of). 

Chief  sanitary  requirements  of  district  : — Hospital.  Destructor.  Pave- 
ment of  back  yards  and  passages. 


J.  CHKONNELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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